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John Main
Chair, Standing Committee on Legislation
Legislative Assembly of Nunavut
PO Box 1200
Iqaluit, Nunavut XOA OHO
submissions@assembly.nu.ca

Dear Mr. Main and members of the Standing Committee on Legislation,

Re: Bill 25

I am writing to share my concerns regarding Bill 25 and the proposed changes to Nunavut’s Education Act and the Inuit Language Protection Act.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Contrary to clear and consistent community input from DEA’s and members of the public, Bill 25 proposes to make a number of changes to these important pieces of legislation which would:

· Diminish existing Inuit language rights;
· Diminish community participation and authority; and,
· Centralize authority with the Minister, without a clear accountability framework.

Bill 25:
· Does not provide for a clarity of roles, authorities and accountability of education partners;
· Does not address the need for specialized services of special needs children in a timely and inclusive manner;
· Does not provide direction towards increasing the number of Inuktut speaking educators;
· Does not direct the development of much needed Inuktut curriculum and learning resources;
· Does not respect and incorporate many of the key concerns and direction presented during community consultations; and
· Does not uphold and advance existing Inuit language rights.

For these and other reasons, I am calling on you, as elected leaders, to reject Bill 25.  

Moving forward, the government must be directed to work meaningfully with community leadership and education partners in the design of a truly made in Nunavut legislation which would address longstanding concerns that would improve accountability and the delivery of Inukut language of instruction and inclusive education. 

I urge you to withdraw Bill 25 and focus on reforms which Nunavummiut have communicated clearly and consistently.  
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